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U.5. OPPORTUNITIES
FOR CHINA'S TRADE

). Selwin Tait Reports to New
York Financiers on Condi-
tions There.

LACK OF RAILROADS
IS GREATEST HANDICAP

Thinks Change From Republic to
Monarchy Assures the Preservation
of Order in Celestial Empire.

J. Selwin Tait of 2018 O gtreet north-
west, sent to China by financial Inter-
eats in New York to observe and report
on conditions of international invest-
ment, brings back the impression that
America does not occupy as command-
ing a position in the Celestial empire as
some other countries do. He also is of
opinion that the United States, in the
frisrnational plan to improve the
transportation facilities of China,
should bear ita part and not take an

independent initiative.

Mr. Talt, who is an international
banker of long experience, has Just re-
turned from his journey in the orient.

The change in the government of
China from a republic to a monarchy,
Mr. Tait considers distinctly for the

better.
Succession Is Assured.

“In the case of a herdditary monarchy
the succession is assured beyond dis-
pute,” he commented, “whereas had
Yuan Shih Kai died while president an
interregnum would have followed.
There would have probably been a con-
siderable upset until the matter was
settled. This state of affairs would
have been injurious to business and
might have resulted in considerable
bloodshed."”

Mr. Tait was asked if he thought
there would be much actual resistance
to the change.

“I do not think so,” was his reply.
“(f course, it is Inevitable that in the
ease of so large a country, with such
a varied population, no change con-
ceivable would meet the views of all
It is to be expected, therefore, that
there will be opposition here and there,
but 1 do not think it will be of any im-
portance.”

In reply to a question about Yuan
Bhi Kai, Mr. Taft said: *“He justifies
his reputation as a strong man. His
influence in China is wvery great, and
no one denies that he is the best man
that China could have for a ruler. With
the promised constitution, China should
do well under the monarchy.”

“How about Japan?” Mr, Talt was
asked. .

“The Japanese are a wonderful peo-
ple, and in their modern organization,
in whatever form Yyou take it, they
excel even the Germans in painstaking
thoroughness and efficiency,” he replied.

Expects No More A.n.nmtlon.

“I do mnot think that Japan desires
any more Chinese territory. The only
part of unpopulated China available to
them, Manchuria, is too cold for their
taste. They prefer warmer countries
like Brazil, where they are establishing
a large and successful colony. There
is no doubt that Japan is desirous of
securing 2s much of the trade of China
as possible, but I belleve she aims to do
this by pacific means.

“Japan does not fear the armies of
China, but it is probable that she
knows what other nations discovered
before her—that it is dangerous to in-
terfere with China beyond a certain
point, even with the object of strength-
ening a weak neighbor.

“China's armies have been conquered,
but her people never. To attempt the
conguest of China by force of arms is
comparable to 2 man fighting an enor-
mous feather bed. At first all goes
well; every thrust goes home to the
hilt; tkere Is no resistance, and just
when conquest is his, he ia smothered.
Tatar, Mongol, Manchu—all of them in
turn conquered China, and each in turn
was absorbed and ceased to exist.

“There is an easler way for Japan to
secure her portion of the trade of
China. By fighting she would antag-
onize the people and arouse influences
which are infinitely rhore hurtful than
China's armies. 1 refer to the boycott.
Japan today has her trade representa-
tives throughout China. In that peace-
able way she |y securing a good hold
on the commerce of the country, and,
being on the spot and possessed of a
first-class equipment, she will undoubt-
edly get a full share of the prosperity
brought to China by the efforts of
other countries”

Opportunities in China,

“What are the opportunities in China
today?" Mr. Tait was asked. “To the
large capitalist, operating with care
and judgment and working with the
support of his own governmant, China
will prove a veritable gold mine for
himsfelf and still more for his succes-
gors.” was the reply. *“It is this qual-
ity of future promise that makes China
of value to the nation which works
for posterity, as well as for its own
day and generation. No live, up-to-
date nation, possessing the Necessary
equipment of weaith and aptitude for
the work, can afford to ignore China
if its rulers wish to escape the con-

demnation of those who come after

them.

"China has a population of upward of
400,000,000. Her people are skilled arti-
sans, unequaled agriculturists, and they
form, en gros, the most valuable single
asset possessed by any country in the
world today. Her vast area, which is
one-sixth larger than that of the United
States, with Alaska, includes great plains
of wonderful fertility, well capable of
sustaining her enormous population. In
addition, she has almost unlimited min-
eral wealth, water power, and every
other element of success, except trans-
portation. China's one tremendous defect
is her isolation. She has practically no
highways, and with more than one-fourth
of the population of the globe she has
only 6,000 miles of railway, which is one-
fortieth of that possessed by the United
States, which has less than one-fourth
of China's population and a smaller arza.
The carrying out of the agreements of
certaln European powers to build trunk
lines of railways, opening up the most
populous regions of China to trade, has
been suspended by reason of the Euro-
pean war. This is a great misfortune to
China.

China’s Need of Railways.

“In my judgment, the best policy to
be pursued today with reference
to China would be that the dif-
ferent powers interested in the
building of these Chiness railways,
fncluding the United States, should get
together and should formulate some plan
for the carrying out without delay of the
program originally decided on. If the
United States were to assist financially
in this business T feel sure terms could be
made which would be to the advantage of

this country, not onmly financially, but
commercially. China today undoubtedly
offers the greatest opportunity for de-

velopment of any country in the world.
“In the opening up of China by raii-
ways the commercial advantages arising
immediately therefrom would benefit
enormously every country concerned, and
the mutuality of interest thereby created
would insure co-operation and the avoid-
ance of all friction. It will go much
further than this—there is not a handi-
cap from which China suffers today which
a sufficlent rallroad service would not
remove. With prompt communication the
unspeakable confusion of her currency
would come up for prompt adjustment
and would be settled to the enormous
gain of the country at large. And so it
would be with all her other handicaps.””

GREATAVAL FAEOR
*STRONCLY EFENDE

National Geographic Society De-
scribes Portsmouth, England’s
Chief Arsenal and Port.

“Men-of-war, large and small; in-
definitely colored transports, Iladen
with troops, and a never-ending line of
war-requisitioned freighters day by day
slip out of Portsmouth, the first naval
harbor of the world's greatest naval
power, bearing their reinforcements to
all of the troubled zones of Europe,
Asia and Africa,” begin= a “primer on
war geography” issued by the National
Geographic Society. “The burdens and
responsibilities of this English port
have grown enormougly since the out-
break of the war, for it, like German
Kiel, seymbolizes the mighty, vital naval
effort of a great group of powers in
the greatest war of history.

“Very little has been written about
Portsmouth, the war port, for the la-
bors and planning that have taken
place there have been much too im-
portant, much too intimately hound up
with the hopes and the aims of the en-
tente allies, to be trumpeted abroad. A
veil of military exclusiveness has been
drawn over the fearful stress and tur-
moil of Portsmouth, hiding the nature
of Its glant's tasks, the details of its
multitudinous enterprises and the sig-
niicance of its achievements. One re-
members, however, that Portsmouth is
the chief maval arsenal and port of
Britain, the heart of the zllied powers’
triumphant rule upon the seas.

Central Point on Southern Coast.

“Situated in Hampshire, at a central
point in England's southern coast,

influenced to his foundation solely by
reasons of strategy. The fostering
care of King Henry VIII and Queen
Elizabeth first brought the port into
importance, and {ts |mportance as a

naval harbor has grown steadily ever| p

since, keeping pace with the growth of
the empirs."

MRS. IDA VON CLAUSSEN WEDS.

Eludes Brother, Who Tries to Canse

Her Arrest on Asylum Parole.

NEW YORK, December 23.—Mrs. Ida von
Claussen, who last Friday was released
on parole from the Middletown State
Hospltal for the Insane, has been mar-
ried to Francis Albert Dona of Phila-
delphia. The ceremony was performed
by the Rev. J, F. Price of the Wash-
Ington Helghts Methodist Eplscopal
Church,

Since her releass from the Middle-
town asylum Mrs. von Claussen had
been living with her brother, Matthew
P. Claussen. Her marriage was & sur-
prise to him, and Mr. Claussen at once

communicated with the district attor-
ney in a valn effort to have Mrsa. von
Claussen earrested for violating her
parole.

Mrs. von Claussen first came into
rominence some years ago by threat-
ening to bring suit inst the then
President Roosevelt for an alleged
{nterference with some of her soct
ambitions abroad. About a year ago
she was committed to Matteawan for
writing threatening letters after a
period she spent under observation in
Bellevue Hospital. She was adjudged
competent by a sheriff’s jury, but later
recommitted to the asylum. She was
transferred several months ago to the
institution at Middletown.

Revenues Increase $101,528,294.

CHICAGO, December 25.—A close es-
timate made public by the bureau of
railway news and statistics shows
that in the year now closing American

rallway revenues increased $101,628,-
294 and expenses decrealed 869.341}
883, leaving a. net income increase, &
ter deducting taxes, over 1914, of $168,-
956,548,

RECORD CHRISTMAS MATL.

From 15 to 40 Per Cent Heavier

Than Ever Before.
Christmas mall this year was from 15

al|to 40 per cent heavier than ever before.

A Fost Ofice Department statement said
reports from throughout the country
showed jthe Increase was general, and
that the volume was handled everywhere
promptly.

A middle west postmaster wired that
parcel post shipments were three times
as heavy as last year. Parcel post pack-
ages handled through the Chicago post
office would have fillad seventy trains of
ten cars each, the postmaster said.
Most packages were deliverad from of-
fices generally before noon Christmas

day.

High School Athlete Back From War
BOSTON, December 29.—Elmer R.
Getchell, & Medford High Bchool ath-
lete, who disappeared just before he

was to graduate last June, has re-
turned to his home, a yeteran of the
European war. He sald he had spent
three months in the trenches at Arras
as a member of the &th Irish (King's
Liverpool) Regiment, and he wore a
special decoration awarded the few
survivors of that regiment. Getchell
{s nineteen years of age. He was re-
leased from service through the inter-
vention of Secretary of State Lansing.

Will Instruct D. C. Artillery.

Capt. Albert C. Thompson, jr., of thes
103d Company, Coast Artillery Corps,
stationed at Fort Howard, Md., has
been relieved of that duty and detalled
as inspector-instructor of the coast
artillery militia of the District of Co-
lumbia. He will take station in this
city January 1 and report his arrival
to the commanding general, District of
Columbia militia. Capt. Marlborough
Churchill of the field artillery, formerly
inspector genera lof the District mi-
litia and other organlzations, has been
ordered to France to serve as an ob-
server with the French army.

GUARDING U. S. PASSPORTS,

State Department Takes Steps to
Prevent Their Misuse.

Efforts to prevent misuse of United
States passports may result in the es-
tablishment at most of the country's
principal ports of State Department in-
spection bureaus similar to the ene to
be opened in New York next Monday.

Walter W. Le Matt, assistant chief
of the bureau of citizenship, will have
charge of the New York bureau,
which will examine the passports of all
Americans sailing from that port on
transatlantic steamers.

The Treasury Department will co-
operate in the work of detecting at-
tempted passport frauds, the New York
collector of customs having been
ordered by Secretary McAdoo to detall
deputies to board every ship leaving
for Europs and check the papers held
by passengers with State Department
records.

Ben G. Davia, chief clerk of the State

Department, will have chargs of In-
stalling the machinery through which
the federal agents will operate te pre-
vent the misuse of American passports.
He was in New York today to bexin
that work, having been selected by the
Secretary of State becauss of his ex-
perience. Establishment of similar bu-
reaus in other of the principal ports
undoubtedly will he begun by Mr. Da-
vis and later taken over by officials of
the bureau of citizsenship, who will ba
detafled as administrative officers of
the various proposed agenciea.

Sues Steamer W. L. Davis Owners.

Edward Sulllvan, a minor, by next
friend, Dennis Sullivan, has filled sult
against the People's line, which operates
the steamboat W. L. Davis, to recover
$5,000 damages. He mays he was as-
saulted September 5 last when the bout
was near Alexandria, and he was con-
fined for an hour {n a stateroom against
his will. Attorneys D. W. Baker and
H. A. Grant appear for the plaintiff,

The New Edison

Diamond Disc Phonograph

Is the beginning of a new era In musle. It
brings the music of the greatest masters, of the
most renowned artists to your door in all their
original beauty. Come in and let us play your
favorite selections for you.

No Money to Pay Until February 1st
Just Pay for the Records You Select

o

Seventh Sti'eet Near |

Store Hours: Open at 8:30; Close at 5:30

about seventy-four miles southwest of |
London, Portsmouth is both sheltered
and well placed to serve the empire's |
naval needs on whatever ocean. Prob- |
ably first on the roll of the world's
great naval bases, the English port,
an aggregate of four towns, possesses
a splendid harbor and one that has
been developed as a base for English
naval power through more than five
centuries. Portsmouth has the most
complete and Impregnable fortifica-
tions in England; for it is a master
nerve-center in the empire's life and
dominion.

“Fortsmouth, Portsea, Landport and
Southsea are the towns which join to
form ‘the port and they are all located
on Portsea Island. Portsmouth proper
is the garrison town; Portsea is the
naval station, with dry-docks, great
dockyards, torpedo and gun-mounting
stores, electrical shops, and innumer-
able subsidiary shops, while Landport
is occupied by the homes of the arti-
sans#. Southsea has enjoyed a steady
growth in fame as a fashionable water-
ing place.

Defended by Powerful Forts.

“The port is defended by a powerful | "

ring of landward forts, the Portadown
forts and the Hilsea lines, and by the
Spithead forts to the seaward. The
anchorage of Spithead is roomy enough
to ride the gregt fleets of England,

scores of boats safe in the shelter of [

the Isle of Wight, i
“Richard I bullt the first town there,

The Important and Only

Sale

There’s a purpose behind this one Mid-winter Sale
?}fm Mode Suits and O»igrcoats—CLEARANCE. When

time comes to hold it—there is no compromising.
We include every Suit and every Overcoat—our owit
make, and Aquascutum’s of London. And we make the
reductions so deep that you are at once impressed with
the advantage that is offered.

$17.50, $20.00 and $22.50

Suits and Overcoats........ Now $1 4- 75

$25.00, $27.50 and $28.00

Suits and Overcoats.m-..,:,,Now $18o75

$30.00 and $32.50

Suits and Overcoats._.—,.--.i.-,.Now $23o75

$35.00, $38.00 and $40.00

Suits and Overcoats.“......Now $29.75

$45.00 and $50.00

Overcoatsonly.............

JEZZL 00~

Now $33.75

Mark Cross
Gloves.

Garment Sale

Year-End Clearance of women’'s Coats and Suits

Extraordinary!

Luxurious Plush Coats
$26.75 to $49.50

Coats reproduced from styles created abroad and in

the cleverest American adaptations. Fashioned from the

best grade of lustrous deep pile plush—a fabric that is get-
ting very scarce. One style has a high chin chin collar of
beaver plush, a deep band of beaver plush around bottom
and cuffs of same—another model has a chin chin collar of
fur and plush combined and is cut full and gracefully flaring.
Still others with genuine fur collars and cuffs; superbly lined
and finished.

wWomen’s $24.50

Winter Coats . . . $1695

Magnificent models of wool plush, with high chin chin
collar. Full flaring, fashionable styles for general utility and
afternoon wear. Smart-looking broad belts and guaranteed
linings. Shades of green, brown and black.

2

Women:s $24.50 and $29.50 'Fur

Trimmed Suits of $18.95

BROADCLOTH. . .

Inspired by much higher priced models, they have lost
nothing of the charm and exclusiveness of the originals.
Long flare coat models of broadcloth, English whipcords
and poplins. Collars and cuffs of natural opossum, dyed
opossum and Manchurian wolf. Beautifully lined with silk

NEW! Skating Suits $2450

For Women and Misses - -

Copied from a $75.00 model featured by one of New York's
leading establishments. The woman who likes to be first to wear
the new things is particularly invited to participate 1n this sale.
Alluringly styled, with long flare coats and full wide medium-
length skirts. The materials are novelty blue, black and gray
cheviots and cut velours. Chin chin collar, three inches high, of
| beaver plush, with a band of the same on bottom of coat and skirt.
Peau de cygne lining. Kid bridle belt encircles the waist. Jumbo
buttons of beaver plush to match the trimming are used in a
most attractive manner.

Stunning $69.50 American Red Fox
Fur Sets Reduced to $39.50

It’s safe to say you can’t find their
equal for the price. Luxurious muff and
full, round animal scarf. Both muff and
scarf are trimmed with head, feet and

" brush.
French Seal Coats, $57.50

Magnificent flare styles, with broad
shawl collar and cuffs. Superbly lined with
fancy silk linings. They have all the beauty
and luxurious appearance of the genuine
seal—and will wear splendidly. An excep-
tional bargain.

500 Pairs of Misses’ and
Children’s Shoes Reduced!

Not All Including
Sizes, But Man); fPanm
At C i e “Holeproof™”
Fitted Shoes

Misses’ $2.50 High Cut Shoes, $1.69|

Goodyear welt, calf top and cloth styles in all the up-to-date
lasts. Not all sizes in every style, but all can be fitted. Patent kid,
red kid and dull leather. Sizes 1134 to 2. Ik

Children’s $2 Higsh and L.ow Cut
Shoes, $1.49

Of patent leather, tan and red kid and dull leather, button
styles, in high and low cut. Newest form-fitting lasts. Sizes 82

to 11

+ Children’s $1.50 Shoes, 89¢

Tan, Patent Leather, Red Kid, Black Kid and Bright Kid But-
ton Shoes, in all the smartest lasts. Sizes 4 to 8.

| January Sale of

Boys Wash
SUITS

$1, $1.50 and $2 Values,

(9C

A Tot of 865 of Spic-and-span New Wash Garments have
come into our possession on very favorable terms in the
cleverest of the new advance spring styles.

No mussed or left-overs, mind you, but all brand-new,

/|
I
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Sale

of Clothing in Washington
Because of the Famous Makes Involved.

Society Brand and

Arigtocrat-ic Clothes
At Big Reductions

Nowhere else in Washington can you obtain
Society Brand and Aristocrat-ic Clothes, for we are
sole distributers in this city—nowhere else can you
obtain clothes of equal merit at any price—and
when you buy these famous clothes at these greatly
reduced prices you are making the best clothing in-

vestment possible to make.

Now this is not a sale of odds and ends of what’s
left of the season’s stock—but two tremendous pur-
chases—just made—of Society Brand and Aristo-
crat-ic Suits and Overcoats that exemplify the last-
minute style ideas—many of them being cut over
the coming season’s models—that is, three to six
months in advance of the present season’s styles.

Hundreds of these elegant  garments—the
world’s finest ready-to-wear— in two big sale lots:

$20 and $22 Society Wrand and Arigtocrat-ic
Suits and Aristocrat-ic Obercoats

$25 and $30 Society Wrand and Aristocrat-ic
Suits and Obercoats

fresh, crisp styles in Middy, Oliver Twist, Sailor Blouse and
Russian Blouse effects. Of fast-color, serviceable chambrays,
percale, galatea and gingham. Colors are blue, tan and
white in solid colors and combinations. Sizes 24 to 8 years.

————Evening Dress

Particular attention is directed to our incomparable
Full Dress Suits in Society
Brand and Aristocrat-ic Brand at $30 to $45 that could not
ssibly be equaled in style by any local custom tailor. Full
ress Waistcoats, Silk Hats, Evening Footwear and other
Full Dress accessories that are authentic,

showing of evening clothes.

BOYS $5.00 and $6.00
SUITS . ....93395

Smart Norfolk models, with pleated and patch pocket
front, stitched on, and 3-piece belts. MANY WITH TWO
PAIRS OF PANTS. Neat brown, gray and blue mixtures,
in serviceable cheviots and cassimeres. Sizes 6 to 17 years.

peau de cygne.

The Aristocrat-ic Clothes Shop
Bome of Society Brand Clothes
HECHT & CO.---First Floor




